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Country Fact Sheet 

Poland  
 
 
 
General country information  

Form of government democracy/ Parliamentary republic 

Administrative organisation 16 voivodeships 

Area (in km2) 322'575 

Population 38 173 000 (2009) 

Official language polish 

Capital  Warszawa 

Number of inhabitants in capital city 1 711 466 (2009) 
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Legal Forms  
 

Legal Form in English Legal Form in local 
language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

General partnership 
(partnership) 

Spółka jawna General partnership (partnership) – a 
partnership running own activity and 
not being other trading company. A 
general partnership does not have a 
legal entity. It has its own estate, 
which constitute contributions brought 
in to the company and property gained 
by the company during its existence. In 
a general partnership, responsibility for 
company’s liabilities is bore by all 
shareholders with other shareholders 
and with partnership jointly, without 
restrictions, with all its estate – current 
and future as well 

Yes shareholders 
(partners) 

 

Limited liability 
partnership  

Spółka partnerska Limited liability partnership is created 
by shareholders (partners) in order to 
perform a liberal profession within a 
partnership running own activity. Due 
to this, it is unacceptable to create a 
limited liability partnership with other 
purpose than to perform a liberal 
profession, as well as running a 
business activity e.g. production or 
trade, next to performing a liberal 
profession 
Only natural persons can be 
shareholders (partners) in a limited 
liability partnership (partners). 

Yes shareholders 
(partners) 
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Legal Form in English Legal Form in local 
language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

Limited partnership   spółka komandytowa Limited partnership – a partnership 
with purpose of running own activity. 
At least one shareholder (general 
partner) bears responsibility without 
any limitations for liabilities of the 
company to creditors, and 
responsibility of at least one 
shareholder is limited (limited partner). 

Yes general 
partner, limited 
partner 

 

Limited joint-stock 
partnership  

spółka komandytowo-
akcyjna 

Limited joint-stock partnership – a 
partnership, aim of which is running 
own company and where responsibility 
for liabilities to creditors bears at least 
one shareholder without limitations 
(general partner) and at least one 
partner is a stockholder. 

Yes general 
partner, limited 
partner 
(stockholder) 

 

Limited liability 
company (abbreviated 
form - sp. z o.o.) 

spółka z ograniczoną 
odpowiedzialnością (sp. z 
o.o.) 

Limited liability company (abbreviated 
form - sp. z o.o.) 
It may be created by one or more 
subjects (partners) and they are not 
responsible for liabilities. 
The law does not limit the number of 
shareholders, which means that; 
shareholder can be one person but 
1000 persons too.   

Yes shareholders minimal capital 
requirement: 5 
000 PLN 

joint-stock company spółka akcyjna Initial capital consists of contributions 
of founders, who become co-owners of 
the company (stockholders). 

Yes stockholders stocks of 
nominal value: 
100 000 PLN 
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Number of companies 
 

Main Legal Form Total number of companies Thereof active companies Remarks 

Limited liability company (abbreviated 
form - sp. z o.o.) 

224'345   

General partnership 30'298   

join-stock company 8'842   

Limited partnership  3'737   

Limited liability partnership  1'203   

 
All legal forms 

 
283’712 

 
 

(2009) COMPANIES 
(COMMERCIAL LAW) 
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Trade Register 
 
Company  Register Companies Register Bulletin Unique Identifiers Access 

Registry Courts (Commercial 
Courts) keeping National Court 
Register. 
Cost of registration:  
- partnerships 750 PLN 
- other 1000 PLN 

Information is being published in Court and 
Economic Monitor (Monitor Sądowy i 
Gospodarczy) 

unique identifier - 
KRS 

www.ms.gov.pl/krs/krs.php 
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Land Register  
 
Land Register Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

Land Registers are kept in Departments of Land 
Registers in relevant District Courts in accordance 
with location of the real estate. 
Cost of establishing a land register is 60 PLN, cost 
of a regular copy from a land register is 30 PLN, 
cost of a complete copy from a land register 60 PLN. 

Departments of Land 
Registers 

Number KW Departments of Land Registers 
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Registration Office (B2C) 
 
Registration Office for Individuals Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

The Business Activity Register           
The Business Activity Register gathers 
data on entrepreneurs being natural 
persons who run a business activity. 

The Business Activity Register Number - Business 
Activity Register 

The Business Activity Registers are 
run by relevant communities in 
accordance with place of residence 
of an entrepreneur (EDG) 
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Other Registration Offices 
 
Name of the Registration Office Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

The Main Statistical Office   REGON  

Inland Revenue  NIP  
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Annual Accounts 
 
Criteria for the disclosure Deadline Measure of non-disclosure Access 

Subject to audit and publishing, with the provision of 
article 64b, are annual consolidated financial 
statements of capital groups and annual financial 
statements 
– continuing activity: 
1) banks, insurance works and  reinsurance 
agencies; 
2) units acting on the basis of regulations concerning 
trading in securities and regulations concerning 
investment funds 
2a) units acting on the basis of regulations 
concerning organization and activities of  pension 
funds; 
3) joint stock companies, except from companies 
being during organization on the balance day;  
4) other units, which in previous financial year, for 
which the financial statement was prepared, have 
met at least two of the following requirements:   
a) average annual employment  recounted to regular 
posts estimated more than 50,  
b) total assets in the balance sheet at the end of an 
accounting year was equal in Polish currency PLN to 
not less than 2 500 000 euro, 
c) net income of sale of goods and from financial 
operations for the financial year was equal in Polish 
currency PLN to not less than 5’000’000 euro. 

Financial Statement is being 
prepared at the end of an 
accounting year (balance 
day) or other day of closing 
of books due to tax law 
regulations.   

Units, which are obliged to audit 
financial statements (article 64 
paragraph 1 The Accounting 
Act), have responsibility to file 
the statements in Dziennik 
Urzędowy Rzeczypospolitej 
Polskiej "Monitor Polski B" 
(Official Gazette of the Republic 
of Poland, abbreviated M.P.) and 
cooperatives in "Monitor 
Spółdzielczy" (Monitor for 
Cooperatives)(article 70 The 
Accounting Act). If a company 
does not file an annual financial 
statement for publishing,  a fine 
is imposed (value determined 
individually by court) or a  
penalty of deprivation of liberty 
can be incurred. 

"Monitor Spółdzielczy"     
"Monitor Polski B" 
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Solvency Data  
 
Public Available Solvency Data  Explanation and Relevance Access  Remarks  

Register of Insolvent Debtors  Entry to Register of Insolvent Debtors is made on 
motion of creditor who has an enforceable document 
against the natural person, who did not pay the 
required amount in term of 30 days from the call for 
performance date. 

Register of Insolvent Debtors   

 
 
 


