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Country Fact Sheet 

Portugal  
 
 
 
General country information  

Form of government Republic 

Administrative organisation Mainland Azores and Madeira islands 

Area (in km2) 92 090 km² 

Population 10'617'575 

Official language Portuguese 

Capital  Lisbon 

Number of inhabitants in capital city 500 000  
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Legal Forms  
 

Legal Form in English Legal Form in 
local language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

Individual Entrepreneur ENI This Legal form has only one person 
who develops is business in areas 
such as commercial, industrial or 
agricultural.  
The Individual Entrepreneur 
patrimony answers for the business 
debts. 
The Entrepreneur responsibility is 
confused with the company's 
responsibility. 

no one Partner   

Individual Entrepreneur 
Limited Responsibility 

E.I.R.L. - 
Estabelecimento 
Individual de 
Responsabilidade 
Limitada 

This Legal form has only one person, 
the minimum share capital is 5,000 
Euros, this capital can be in cash, 
rights or things liable to seizure. The 
company's management is done by 
the owner.  Only company's 
patrimony responds for the business 
debts. 

yes one Partner   

Private Limited 
Company 

Sociedade por 
Quotas 

These Companies have a minimum of 
two partners. The minimum share 
capital is 5,000 Euros. All shares 
have the name of the owner and 
value. The business patrimony 
responds for the business debts.  The 
partners jointly respond until the 
value of them shares. 

yes two or more 
Partner 

Governing Bodies: General 
Assembly ( Deliberative 
board composed by 
partners or their 
representatives);                 
Management ( Business 
executive board composed 
by manager - partners and 
not manager - partners)       
Supervisory Board/ Official 
Auditor      Can be exist one 
secretary 
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Legal Form in English Legal Form in 
local language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

Collective Partner. Sociedade em 
Nome Colectivo 

These Companies have a minimum of 
two partners, doesn't exist a 
minimum value for the share capital. 
All companies’ shares have the name 
of the owner and value. The partners 
respond individually for the debts of 
the company until the values of their 
shares. The Partners respond 
individually for their shares, 
regarding the social obligations 
respond subsidiary in relation to the 
company and jointly with other 
partners; they also respond for the 
social obligations prior to their 
admission on the company.. 

yes two or more 
Partner 

Governing Bodies: General 
Assembly ( Mandatory 
deliberative board 
composed by partners or 
their representatives);          
Management ( Mandatory 
business executive board 
composed by manager - 
partners and not manager - 
partners)                             
Supervisory Board/ Official 
Auditor ( not Mandatory 
board)     

Civil Company Sociedade Civil  These Companies have two or more 
partners who force themselves to 
contribute with belongings or 
services for the joint exercise of 
certain economic activities, in order 
to divide the profits of that activity. 

yes two or more 
Partner 

Governing Bodies: General 
Assembly (Deliberative 
board))                               
Administration (Business 
Executive board)                  
Supervisory Board   

One-Person Quota 
Company 

Sociedade 
Unipessoal por 
Quotas 

These Companies have a person or a 
legal entity who is the owner of the 
entire share capital. The Minimum 
share capital is 5,000 Euros. Only 
business patrimony responds for the 
debts of the company.    

yes one Partner, 
natural person 
or legal entity  
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Legal Form in English Legal Form in 
local language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

Joint Stock Comp. Sociedade Anónima These Companies have at least five 
shareholders, except in the 
companies where the state has the 
biggest share, since in such cases 
can have only two shareholders. 
Minimum share capital is 50,000 
Euros. All shares have the same 
value, and the minimum value for 
each share is 1 Centime. Each 
partner limited to his liability until 
the value of his share.  These 
companies can also have bonds in 
such cases there is a bondholders 
Council, each bond issue is subject to 
commercial registration.   

yes five 
shareholders 
or more, if the 
state has the 
most action 
the 
shareholders 
can be two   

Governing Bodies: General 
Assembly ( Deliberative 
board);                               
Management ( Business 
executive board can be 
organized in two ways:         
1- Administration and  
Administrative Board, 
Supervisory Board/ Official 
Auditor                          
2 -  Executive Board and 
General Council and  
Outside accountant.             
When the law permits 
instead of Administration 
and Executive Board can be 
exist an Administrator or a 
Director.                    
Bondholders Council ( only 
in cases the companies 
have bonds)                        

Cooperative Cooperativa This legal form in general, have at 
least five members, at times, 
additional legislation may require, as 
a minimum, a superior number of 
members. 
As a rule the minimum capital is 
2,500 Euros and is held in titles. 
The titles representing the capital 
have a face value of 5 Euros or a 
multiple thereof  

yes five members 
or more 

Governing Bodies: General 
Assembly( Deliberative 
board)                                
Executive Board ( Business 
executive board)                  
Supervisory Board/ Official 
Auditor   
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Legal Form in English Legal Form in 
local language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  Remarks  

State Companies and 
similar  

Empresa Publicas e 
Similares 

Companies where the state or others 
state companies can exercise them 
influences in the administration of 
the companies. 

yes state or state 
companies 

Governing Bodies: 
Management Board ( 
Deliberative board  
composed by three 
members, one of them is 
the President)                      
Supervisory Board/ Official 
Auditor composed by 
Outside accountant or an  
Outside accountant Society   
General Council ( in the 
companies that operate 
public services)                    
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Number of companies 
 

Main Legal Form Total number of companies Thereof active companies Remarks 

Individual Entrepreneur 141'271 139'449  

Individual Entrepreneur Limited 
Responsability 

1'219 749  

Private Limited Company  629'061 390'880  

Colective Partner 332 238  

Civil Company 1'044 943  

One-Person Quota Company 133'370 105'867  

Joint Stock Comp. 45'146 33'749  

Cooperative 5'347 3'775  

State Companies and similar 2'612 2'417  

Other legal Foms  81'293 62'721 Legal forms with less representation in 
the Coface database 

 
All legal forms 

 
1'040'695 

 
740'789 
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Trade Register 
 
Company  Register Companies Register Bulletin Unique Identifiers Access 

The organisational structure of the 
trade register is decentralised 
according the geographical 
distribution.                                        

Official Commercial Registry - The publication 
details are made by this governmental 
institution   

VAT number http://www.portaldaempresa.pt 

Costs:   
Simple Researches - 15 EUR             

   

Certificate Researches - 60 EUR    
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Land Register  
 
Land Register Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

The organisational structure of the Land 
Register is decentralised according the 
geographical distribution.                             

Land Registry Office - The publication 
details are made by this governmental 
institution  

Each land register 
has an identifier 
code 

http://www.predialonline.pt 

Costs: The Researches are made by Land.        
Simple Researches : 1st Research -  15 EUR;  
2 sd Research and following - 5 EUR.               

   

Certificate Researches:  
1st Research -  60 EUR ;  
2 sd Research and following - 40 EUR 
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Registration Office (B2C) 
 
Registration Office for 
Individuals 

Information Available Unique 
Identifiers 

Access 

The  organisational structure of the 
registration office is decentralised 
according the geographical 
distribution  

Ministry of Finance - the publication details are 
made by this governmental institution   

VAT number http://www.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt 
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Other Registration Offices 
 
Name of the Registration Office Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

The organisational structure of the Vehicles 
registry Office is decentralised according the 
geographical distribution.                                 
Costs:                                                        
Researches about the Current Owner: 10 EUR   
Researches about the Current and previous 
Owner: 12 EUR 

Vehicles Registry Office- The 
publication details are made by this 
governmental institution  

Each vehicles register 
has an identifier code 
by this registration 
office  

http://www.portaldocidadao.pt 

The organisational structure of the Civil 
register is decentralised according the 
geographical distribution.                                 
Costs:  Simple Researches - 15 EUR           
Certificate Researches - 30 EUR 

Official Civil Registry - The publication 
details are made by this 
governmental institution   

Each Civil register 
has an identifier code 
by this registration 
office  

http://www.mj.gov.pt 
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Annual Accounts 
 
Criteria for the disclosure Deadline Measure of non-disclosure Company Size Access 

Commercial Companies and Civil 
Companies with a Commercial form  

After the year 
completion, all 
companies have to 
disclose the 
accounts during the 
follow 6 months. 

The annual accounts are 
mandatory, if they don't disclosure 
it, the companies may have to pay 
a penalty which may extend to the 
amount of € 498.80. If a company 
don't make the deposit accounts 
for two consecutive years, an 
administrative procedure may be 
raise against it, and this could lead 
to the closure of the company. 

 the Joint Stock 
Companies have to 
provide the audit report 
on the company website 

Ministry of Justice  

European Joint Stock Companies 

State Companies 

Individual Entrepreneur Limited 
Responsibility 

"Companies established abroad, 
and permanent representations in 
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Solvency Data  
 
Public Available Solvency Data  Explanation and Relevance Access  Remarks  

Insolvency Declared Kind of legal action; Data; Court; 
Kind of Judgement; Process 
Number; State of Resolution and 
Insolvency Administrator   

This Information is publish in two 
places the Website Ministery of 
Justice "DGAJ - Direcção Geral da 
Administração da Justiça" and in 
the Official Journal "Diário da 
Republica" 

In the first step we consult the 
Website of Ministry of Justice 
and after that we consult the 
Official Journal for 
complementary information 

Insolvency Declared (Required) 

Insolvency Declared (Presented) 

In insolvency plan 

 
 
 


