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Country Fact Sheet 

Cyprus  
 
 
 
General country information  

Form of government Presidential Democracy 

Administrative organisation The President who is directly elected by the people is the Head of State and of 
Government. He has Executive powers and he appoints the Council of Ministers which is 
the Executive branch of the Government. Legislation is enacted by the House of 
Representatives. The Representatives are also directly elected by the people. There is an 
independent Judiciary which carries out the administration of Justice. 

Area (in km2) 9.251 

Population 885,600 (December 2008) 

Official language Greek and Turkish 

Capital  Nicosia 

Number of inhabitants in capital city 234.200 
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Legal Forms  
 

Legal Form in English Legal Form in local 
language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  

Private Limited Liability 
Company(Limited or Ltd) 

idiotiki etairia periorismenis 
efthinis 

Limited Liability of Owners to 
their share capital contribution. 
Has maximum 50 members and 
cannot offer its shares to the 
public at large. 

yes Shareholders 

Public Limited Liability 
Company(Public Limited or 
Public Ltd or Public Company 
Ltd or Plc or Public Co. Limited 
or Public Co. Ltd or Public 
Company Ltd) 

dimosia etairia periorismenis 
efthinis 

Limited Liability of Owners to 
their share capital contribution. 
Has minimum seven members 
and can offer its shares to the 
public at large. Has minimum 
capital of Euro 25.629(CYP 
15.000) 

yes Shareholders 

General Partnership genikos sineterismos Every partner is liable jointly with 
the other partners for all debts 
and obligations of the firm 
incurred while he is a partner 

yes general partners 

Limited Partnership sineterismos periorismenis 
efthinis 

One or more general partners are 
individually and collectively 
accountable for the liabilities of 
the partnership and one or more 
limited partners whose 
accountability for such liabilities is 
limited to their contribution to the 
partnership 

yes general and limited 
partners 
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Legal Form in English Legal Form in local 
language 

Description  Trade 
registered  

Participants  

Business Name Emboriki onomasia Every person having a place of 
business in Cyprus and carrying 
out a business under a name 
which is not his name or his 
company's registered name must 
be registered 

yes Individual or legal 
person 

Overseas Companies allodapes etairies A company registered in another 
country may establish a place of 
business in Cyprus provided it 
files certain documents with the 
Registrar of Companies within 30 
days of such establishment 

yes Shareholders 

Proprietorship idiotiki epihirisi A person trading under his own 
name 

no Individual Owner 
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Number of companies 
 

Main Legal Form Total number of companies Thereof active companies Remarks 

Limited Liability Companies(both Public 
and Private Companies) 

244'862 no data exists on how many 
companies of those listed are 
active 

 
 

as at 24.6.2011-source 
Registrar's office 

Partnerships(General and Limited) 11'850 

Business Names  35'100 

Overseas Companies 2'627 

 
All legal forms 

 
294’439 
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Trade Register 
 
Company  Register Companies Register Bulletin Unique Identifiers Access 

All companies are registered with the Registrar of 
Companies at the department of Registrar of 
Companies and Official Receiver which belongs to 
the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism. 
The register is central in the sense that there is 
one register for the whole of Cyprus. 

no official publication exists Upon registration the 
Registrar gives a 
unique number to 
each company, 
partnership and 
business name 
registered. 

The best way to access data is 
to go personally to the 
Registrar's office, make a 
request for the information you 
want and pay the necessary fee. 

The Registrar has a detailed list of fees charged 
depending on the service provided (PDF file 
attached below contains these).These are also 
posted on the Registrar's web site under fees. The 
address is www.mcit.gov.cy/drcor 

  The address of the Registrar is 
www.mcit.gov.cy/drcor.There is 
a section for carrying out 
searches in this address but the 
information available on line is 
very limited. 
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Land Register  
 
Land Register Information Available Unique Identifiers Access 

All immovable property is registered with the 
Department of Lands and Surveys which belongs to 
the Ministry of the Interior. The land registration 
system is the Registration of Title System. Each 
district (there are six) has its own land registry. 

no official publication exists There is a unique 
identifier given by 
the registry 

The only way to access data is to 
go personally to the District 
Registry 
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Annual Accounts 
 
Criteria for the disclosure Deadline Measure of non-disclosure Company Size Access 

All companies since 2003 
must file their annual 
accounts with the Registrar 
of Companies at the time of 
submitting their annual 
return. 

The annual return (including 
the accounts) has to be 
filled annually not later than 
the end of the year following 
the one to which it relates. 

For the time being the 
Registrar does not follow up 
on late submission of annual 
returns. The only penalty is 
that if you file your annual 
returns after its deadline has 
passed you have to pay 
double the normal filing fee.  

No differentiation 
exists 

These can't be accessed 
on line. The only way to 
access them is by doing a 
search at the Registrar's 
office and then only if 
their filing is up to date(it 
usually isn't so it's very 
difficult to find accounts) 
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Solvency Data  
 
Public Available Solvency Data  Explanation and Relevance Access  Remarks  

For a Company which is placed under liquidation an 
announcement is made in the official Government 
Gazette. All companies under liquidation are 
registered as such at the Registrar's office, including 
the name of the liquidator. 

 To access the information on an 
insolvent company you need to visit 
the Registrar's office and carry out a 
search after paying the necessary fee. 

 

All companies or individuals whose cheques have 
been dishonoured are registered in a database 
maintained by the Central Bank of Cyprus. This 
database called the Central Information Register for 
Issuers of Dishonoured Cheques can be accessed 
through a company named FCCB Ltd on a 
subscription basis. 

   

No other information on defaults, detrimentals etc is 
available from an official source. 

   

 
 
 


